
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



THE UTTERANCES OF AMOS ARRANGED 
STROPHICALLY. 1 



By William R. Harper, 
The University of Chicago. 



VIII. THREE VISIONS OF DESTRUCTION, 7:i-q. 2 

i . Thus the Lord Yahweh shewed me : 
And behold, he formed locusts 
In the beginning of the shooting up of the latter growth.* 

And it came to pass when they had finished 

Eating the grass of the land, 

I said, O Lord God, forgive, I beseech thee : 

How can Jacob stand ? for he is small. 
Yahweh repented concerning this ; 
It shall not be, saith Yahweh. 

2. Thus the Lord Yahweh shewed me : 
And behold, he was calling to contend 
By fire, the Lord Yahweh. 

And it devoured the great deep 

And had begun to devour the field, 

And I said, O Lord God, cease, I beseech thee. 

'See the Biblical World, August, 1898, pp. 86-9; September, pp. 179-82; 
October, pp. 251-6. 

"The second portion of the book of Amos begins with three visions of destruction : 
(1) a vision of devouring locusts, the destruction stayed by the interposition of Yah- 
weh's hand ; (2) a vision of devouring fire, the destruction stayed again by the inter- 
position of Yahweh's hand ; (3) a vision of a plumb line, the destruction this time 
permitted to become complete. 

It would seem that this section, like those that have preceded it, is a poem. The 
form and style are, in many respects, similar to those found in the first piece, chaps. 
I and 2. The poem consists of three stanzas of nine trimeters each. These stanzas 
present in common a remarkable symmetry, each falling logically into three sub- 
divisions. The first and second are strictly parallel throughout. The third stanza is, 
from its nature, essentially different, and yet the difference is one of thought rather 
than of form. 

3 "And lo, it was the latter growth after the king's mowings " is a gloss. 
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How can Jacob stand ? for he is small. 
Yahweh repented concerning this, 
This also shall not be, saith Yahweh. 

3. Thus he shewed me : 

And behold, the Lord standing 

By a plumb wall with a plumb line in his hand. 

And the Lord said, behold, I am putting a plumb line 

In the midst of my people, Israel ; 

I will not again pass by them any more. 

And the high places of Israel shall be desolate, 

And the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, 

And I will rise up against the house of Jeroboam with a sword. 



IX. AN ACCUSATION AND A REPLY, 7:10-17." 

1 . Then sent Amaziah the priest of Bethel 
To Jeroboam king of Israel, saying, 
Amos hath conspired against thee, 
In the midst of the house of Israel ; 
The land is not able 
To contain all his words. 

For thus saith Amos : 

Jeroboam shall die by the sword, 

And Israel shall surely be led away captive out of his land. 

4 This passage has always been taken as a piece of historical prose thrown in 
between the first and second groups of visions. It is clearly an episode growing out 
of former utterances of Amos. At first sight it would seem to be prose, and yet mere 
prose would scarcely be expected even in an episode, if we remember (1) the very early 
date of the work of Amos and the tendency at this early date to describe all events in 
poetry ; (2) the fact that Amos in his introductory address, which was very prosaic and 
monotonous, nevertheless adopted the poetic form and worked out the various state- 
ments in so careful a manner as to make them seem almost artificial. If, now, we note 
(1) the many plain cases of synonymous and antithetic parallelism which the passage 
contains; (2) the logical division into two parts (vss. 10-13 an( l 14—17) ; (3) the triple 
division of the first part, namely, vs. 10, six lines ; vs. 1 1, three lines ; vss. 12 and 13, six 
lines ; (4) a similar triple division of the second part, namely, vss. 14 and 15, six lines ; 
vs. 16, three lines; vs. 17, six lines ; (5) the measure of the first part, regular trimeter, 
and that of the second, regular tetrameter, we have sufficient data for supposing that 
this was intended to be poetry. The artistic skill which put the accusation in the 
trimeter movement and the strong and terrible reply in the heavier and statelier tetram- 
eter is characteristic of Amos. The symmetry throughout is extraordinary, and the 
arrangement of the piece, as thus reconstructed, is as given in the text. 
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Then said Amaziah unto Amos : 

seer, go, flee thee away to the land of Judah 
And eat bread and prophesy there. 

And in Bethel thou shalt no longer prophesy, 
For it is the sanctuary of the king, 
And it is the house of the kingdom. 

2. Then answered Amos and said to Amaziah : 

1 am no prophet, neither am I a prophet's son. 

But I am an herdman and a dresser of sycamore trees, 
And Yahweh took me from following after the flock, 
And Yahweh said unto me : 
Go, prophesy unto my people Israel. 

Now therefore hear thou the word of Yahweh : 

Thou sayest, prophesy not against Israel 

And drop not thy word against the house of Isaac. 

Therefore, thus saith Yahweh : 

Thy wife shall be an harlot in the city, 

And thy sons and thy daughters shall fall by the sword, 

And thy land shall be divided by line ; 

And thou thyself shalt die in a land that is unclean, 

And Israel shall surely be led away captive out of the land. 

X. A FOURTH VISION OF DESTRUCTION WITH AN EXPLANA- 
TORY DISCOURSE, 8:i-i4. s6 

i. Thus shewed me the Lord Yahweh : 
And behold a basket of summer fruit 
$ % $ % $ $ * 

And said unto me Yahweh, 

The end is come upon my people Israel ; 

I will not again pass by them any more. 

5 This section is a logical unit. Its structure is composed of seven strs., trimeter 
movement, each of six lines. Each str. represents a step in the progress of the 
thought. Str. I (vs. I), the vision that the end has come ; str. 2 (vss. 4-6), an 
appointed arraignment of those who stand accused ; str. 3 (vss. 7, 8). the threat of 
wrath ; str. 4 (vss. 9 and 3), the darkening of the sun, the slaughter of the multitude ; 
str. "5 (vs. 10), there shall be deep and universal mourning ; str. 6 (vss. 11,12), the aban- 
donment of his people by Yahweh ; str. 7 (vss. 13, 14), despair, confusion, and destruc- 
tion. 

6 The most important modifications of the texts are the following: (1) the 
omission of vs. 2a, the question and answer ; a gloss after the style of Zechariah ; 
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2. Hear this, O ye who swallow up the needy 
And cause the poor of the land to fail, saying, 

When will the new moon be gone, that we may sell corn, 
And the sabbath, that we may set forth wheat ? 
Making the ephah small and the shekel great 
And dealing falsely with the balances of deceit. 

3. Yahweh hath sworn by the excellency of Jacob, 
Surely, I will never forget any of their works. 
Shall not the land tremble for this, 

And everyone mourn that dwelleth therein ? 

Yea, it shall rise up wholly like the River, 

And it shall be troubled and sink again like the river of Egypt 

4. And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord Yahweh, 
I will cause the sun to go down at noon, 

And I will darken the earth in the clear day. 
And the songs of the temple shall be howlings in that day, 
Saith the Lord Yahweh ; the dead bodies shall be many ; 
In every place shall they cast them forth with silence. 

5. And I will turn your feasts into mourning, 
And all your songs into lamentation ; 

And I will bring up sackcloth upon all loins, 
And baldness upon every head ; 
And I will make it as the mourning for an only son, 
And the end thereof as a bitter day. 

6. And I will send a famine in the land, 

Not a famine for bread, nor a thirst for water, 

But of the hearing of the words of the Lord. 

And they shall wander from sea to sea, 

And from the north even to the east they shall run to and fro, 

To seek the word of Yahweh and shall not find it. 

7. In that day shall faint for thirst 
Fair virgins and young men ; 

They who swear by the sin of Samaria 
And say, As thy God, O Dan, liveth ; 
And as the way of Beersheba liveth, 
Even they shall fall and never rise up again. 

(2) the transposition of vs. 3 to follow vs. Q; (3) the omission of vs. 6. which consists 
of the repetitions with slight change of chap. 2 : bb, and of the phrase, " we may sell 
the refuse of the wheat ; " (4) the omission of certain stereotyped phrases in vs. I la. 
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XL A FIFTH VISION OF DESTRUCTION WITH A DESCRIPTION 
OF THE RUIN, g:l-8a.7 

i. I saw the Lord standing beside the altar: 

And he said, smite the chapiters, that the thresholds may shake ; 
And break them in pieces on the head of all of them ; 
And I will slay the last of them with the sword. 
There shall not one of them flee away, 
And there shall not one of them escape. 

2. Though they dig into hell, 
Thence shall my hand take them ; 
And though they climb up to heaven, 
Thence will I bring them down. 

And though they hide themselves in the top of Carmel, 
Thence will I search and take them out. 

3. And though they be hid from my sight in the bottom of the sea, 
Thence will I command the serpent and he shall bite them. 
And though they go into captivity before their enemies, 
Thence will I command the sword and it shall slay them ; 
And I will set mine eyes upon them, 

For evil and not for good. 

4. Are ye not as the children of the Ethiopians unto me, 
O sons of Israel ? saith Yahweh. 

Have not I brought up Israel from the land of Egypt, 
And the Philistines from Caphtor, and the Syrians from Kir ? 
Behold, the eyes of the Lord are upon the sinful kingdom, 
And I will destroy it from off the face of the earth. 8 

i This includes ( 1 ) a vision of the downfall of the altar and the ruin of the votaries ; 
(2) the vivid expression of the thought that escape is impossible ; and (3) the assurance 
that Israel, because of her sins, will be treated like other nations. The structure of 
this section is composed of four strs. of six lines each. The movement for the most 
part is tetrameter, although occasionally, for the sake of more vivid description, it 
falls into the trimeter. The more important modifications of the text are (1) the 
treatment of vss. 5 and 6 as a later interpolation on the same grounds as were 
assigned for 4 : 13, 5 : 8, 9 ; (2) the omission of vs. 8&, which was inserted by a later 
hand to modify the absolute assertion of destruction, and as a connecting link to the 
section of promise which was added likewise by the same hand. 

8 Vss. 5 and 6 are from a later hand and are as follows : 
The Lord Yahweh of hosts 

Is he that toucheth the land and it melteth, 
And all that dwell therein shall mourn. 
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XII. A LATER VOICE OF PROMISE, o,;U-\l? 
Saving that I will not utterly destroy the house of David, 

1. For, lo, I will command, 

And I will sift the house of Israel among all the nations, 

As corn is sifted in a sieve : 

Yet shall not fall the least grain upon the earth, 

All the sinners of my people shall die by the sword, 

Which say, evil shall not overtake nor prevent us. 

2. In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen, 
And close up the breaches thereof and raise up his ruins. 

And I will build it as in the days of old ; 

That they may possess the remnant of Edom and all the nations, 

Which are called by my name, 

Saith Yahweh, that doeth this. 

3. Behold, the days come, saith Yahweh, 
That the plowman shall overtake the reaper, 
Aad the treader of grapes him that soweth seed ; 
And the mountains shall drop sweet wine, 

And all the hills shall melt, 

And I will bring again the captivity of my people of Israel. 

4. And they shall build the waste cities and inhabit them, 

And they shall plant the vineyards and drink the wine thereof, 
And they shall make gardens and eat the fruit of them. 
And I will plant them upon their land, 
And they shall no more be plucked up out of their land, 
Which I have given them, saith Yahweh thy God. 



And it shall rise up wholly like a river 

And shall sink like the river of Egypt. 

It is he that buildeth his chambers in the heaven 

And hath founded his vault upon the earth ; 

He that calleth for the waters of the sea and poureth them out 

Upon the face of the earth ; Yahweh is his name. 

'This contains (1) a modification of the prophetic utterance concerning the exile, 
making it a source of discipline rather than a doom (vss. 8b, 9, 10); (2) a description 
of the lifting up of David's hut now fallen (vss. 11,12); and (3) a picture of restoration 
of prosperity and strength (vss. 13-15). This section is composed of three strs. of 
six lines each. The movement is tetrameter. This section, although placed here 
side by side with the other, is, in all probability, the production of a prophet of later 
times. Str. 1 is introduced by the transition clause, " Saving that I will not utterly 
destroy the house of David." 



